
  

    

MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING OF THE 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING COMMISSION 
July 14, 2008 

 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Traffic and Parking Commission was held at 3:00 
p.m. on Monday, July 14, 2008, at the Metro Southeast at Genesco Park.  The following 
were present unless noted otherwise: 
 
 

Commission Members 
 
Debbie Frank, Chairperson                               Feller Brown - absent 
Richard Fletcher, Vice Chairperson           Breonus Mitchell, Sr. - absent 
Kathy Austin         Richard M. Morin  
Capt. Anthony Carter           Council Member Carl Burch - absent 
Gene Ward                  

 
Staff Members 

 
Mark Macy, Engineering Director                        Jon Michael, Legal Advisor                                  
Chip Knauf, Traffic Engineer    Diane Marshall, Parking Administrator 
Korby Bowden, Engineering Tech II                    Benny Word, Collier Engineering 
Mauri Wood, Collier Engineering 
 
Chairperson Debbie Frank called the meeting of July 14, 2008, to order at 3:02 p.m.    
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Ms. Frank mentioned Ordinance No. BL2006-1050 regarding the appeals process of the 
Traffic and Parking Commission. 
 
“If you are not satisfied with a decision made by the Traffic & Parking Commission, you 
may appeal the decision by filing for a writ of certiorari with the Davidson County 
Chancery or Circuit Court. Your appeal must be filed within 60 days of the date of the 
entry of the Commission’s decision. We advise that you seek your own independent 
legal advice to ensure that your appeal is filed in a timely manner and that all procedural 
requirements have been met.” 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Capt. Anthony Carter moved for approval of the Agenda, seconded by Mr. Dick Morin 
and approved with no opposition. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Capt. Carter moved for approval of the June 9, 2008, Minutes and seconded by Mr. 
Morin, approved by voice vote with no opposition. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Ms. Frank read a list of items proposed for approval on consent.   
 
1. Proposal No. 2008M-115U-7 – Request to abandon a portion of right-of-way on 58th 

Ave. N between California Ave. and 60th Ave. N, requested by Mr. Frank Bessire 
(Council Member Buddy Baker, District 20)  

       
2.  RESOLUTION NO. 2008-07 

• Change Speed Limit from 40mph to 35mph on Edmondson Pk. 2000’ N of Old 
Hickory Blvd. to 2000’ S of Old Hickory Blvd.  

 
• Change Speed Limit from 30mph to 35mph on Music Valley Dr. from McGavock Pk 

to  
      Pennington Bend Rd. 

 
• Change Speed Limit from 30mph to 35mph on Royal Pkwy from Elm Hill Pk. to 

Donelson Pk. 
 
• Establish “No U-Turn” on Bell Rd. at Stewart’s Ferry Pk. 

 
• Establish Towne Village Rd. as a “Through Street” from Anderson Rd. to Country 

Way Rd. 
 
• Authorize Stop on Zermatt Ave. at Swiss Ave. 

• Establish “No Parking” on John Hagar Rd. from S. New Hope Rd. to New John 
Hagar Rd.  

• Establish “No Parking” on New John Hagar Rd. from John Hagar Rd. to Earhart.  

• Establish "No Trucks Over 5000 Pounds" on: 
o Grinstead Pl. from Broadmoor Dr. to Joyce Ln. 
o Joyce Ln. from Grinstead Pl. to 530'W of Gallatin Pk 

                Signs installed in June 2008 via “Emergency and Experimental” Code      
               12.08.040 
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• Authorize 75’ Loading Zone on the west side of Almond St. between Demonbreun 
St. and Korean Veteran’s Blvd. behind the Hampton Inn. 

 

Resolution items for record change only: 

• Establish the following locations as “Through Streets”: 
o Frost St. from Longfellow Dr. to Cain Harbor Dr. 
o Hawthorne Dr. from Paddle Wheel Dr. to Longfellow Dr. 
o Paddle Wheel Dr. from Riverbend Dr. to Longfellow Dr. 
o Paddle Wheel Dr. from Longfellow Dr. to Temporary Dead End 
o Stokers Ln. N from Stokers Ln. to Nocturne Forest Dr 
o Chateau Valley Dr. from Stokers Ln. N to Moormans Arm Rd.  

 
• Authorize Stop on:  

o Gauphin Pl at Loxley Dr.  
o Lilac Dr. at Tulip Blossom Dr. 
o Loxley Dr. at Lyman Dr. 
o Loxley Dr. at Sunnywood Dr. 
o Ned Ln. at Sunnywood Dr. 
o Tulip Blossom Dr. at Tulip Grove Rd. 
o Weeping Cherry Ln. at Lilac Dr. 
o Blossom Ct. at Tulip Blossom Dr. 
 

• Remove Speed Limit 40mph on Edmondson Pk. from Blackman Rd. to Williamson 
County Line.  

 
• Establish Speed Limit 40mph on Edmondson Pk. from Blackman Rd. to 2000' N of 

Old Hickory Blvd.  
 
• Establish Speed Limit 40mph on Edmondson Pk. from 2000' S of Old Hickory Blvd. 

to Williamson County Line  
 
REPORTS  
1.  Parking  
2.  Engineering  
 
Mr. Richard Fletcher asked about the number of Stops being added. Mr. Knauf said that 
these were newly accepted subdivisions and roads by Metro and are additions to the 
schedule.  
 
Mr. Fletcher made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Capt. Carter 
and approved by a 5-0 hand vote. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
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There were no Old Business Items this month. 
 
APPEALS 
 
1. Request to appeal denial of All-Way Stop on Hallcrest Ct. at Hampton Hall Way, 

requested by Council Member Jim Gotto, District 12 
 
2. Request to appeal denial to decrease the speed limit from 30mph to 25mph on 

Hampton Hall Way, requested by Council Member Jim Gotto, District 12 
 
3. Request to appeal denial of All-Way Stop on Oakcrest Ln. at Oak Hollow Ct., 

requested by Council Member Jim Gotto, District 12 
 
4. Request to appeal denial to decrease the speed limit from 30mph to 25mph on 

Oakcrest Lane, requested by Council Member Jim Gotto, District 12 
 
5. Request to appeal denial to decrease the speed limit from 30mph to 25mph on 

Farmingham Woods Dr., requested by Council Member Jim Gotto, District 12 
 
6. Request to appeal denial to install “No Parking” signs on Farmingham Woods Dr., 

requested by Council Member Jim Gotto, District 12 
 
7. Request to appeal denial to decrease the speed limit from 30mph to 25mph on 

Chesney Glen Dr., requested by Council Member Jim Gotto, District 12 
 
8. Request to appeal denial to install “No Parking” signs on Chesney Glen Dr., 

requested by Council Member Jim Gotto, District 12 
 
Council Member Jim Gotto, District 12, requested that all of the above mentioned 
appeal items be deferred for one month.  
 
Mr. Morin made a motion to defer all appeal items for one month, seconded by Capt. 
Carter and approved by a voice vote.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Request to establish Polk Ave. as a two-way street, requested by RPM Transportation    

Consultants. 
 

Mr. Knauf reviewed a slide presentation and information regarding Polk Ave. and the 
request by RPM Transportation Consultants to change it from a one-way street to a two-
way street or from southbound to northbound. Mr. Knauf stated that there is an existing 
Homewood Suites that has a valet zone on Polk Ave. that they would like to make more 
easily accessible to their patrons. Currently, people wanting to access the existing valet 
zone on Polk Ave. from church St. have to circle the block using 7th Ave. and Union St.  
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Mr. Fletcher asked how the neighbors and other businesses on Polk Ave. felt about this 
request. Chairperson Frank requested to hear from RPM regarding the request.  
 
Mr. Doug Marks, Homewood Suites and Sun Development, spoke in favor of changing 
Polk Ave. from a one-way street to a two-way street or reversing the direction of the 
one-way. He added they are anticipating putting a restaurant in the bottom of the 
Homewood Suites and are looking for a solution to accommodate the hotel, neighbors 
and future restaurant. Sun Development teamed with RPM Transportation Consultants 
to advise them on the best possible means to accommodate the patrons and future 
restaurant regarding parking and accessibility.  
 
Mr. Bob Murphy, RPM Transportation, went over the dynamics of Polk Ave. He added 
that there are 3 options on how Polk Ave. could function to allow Homewood Suites to 
maintain the valet and have it operate as it should. The first option is to make Polk Ave. 
2-way with parking remaining on both sides, resulting in 9 foot travel lanes similar to 
Belcourt Ave. The second option would be to make Polk Ave. a 2-way and remove the 
parking on one side to allow for larger travel lanes. Lastly, Polk Ave. could remain one-
way and change the direction from one-way southbound to one-way northbound.   
 
He added that, from an operational standpoint, they do not see any issues with 
changing the direction or making it two-way. He said that Polk Ave. is not used as a 
connector and most people that utilize Polk Ave. are patrons of the hotel or are parking 
in the lots off of Polk Ave. Mr. Murphy said that Homewood Suites needs to have a valet 
space that functions adequately and to do that, Polk Ave. needs to be modified. He 
noted that he would like to keep the on street parking but the goal is to have an efficient 
valet zone for Homewood Suites.  
 
Mr. Dick Morin asked Mr. Murphy to discuss truck deliveries if made one-way 
northbound. Mr. Murphy said that deliveries would function as they do now, truck traffic 
work the same way other than the direction of traffic. Mr. Morin asked if RPM or 
Homewood Suites has a preference as to how they would like to see Polk Ave. function. 
Mr. Murphy said they do not have a preference other than they would like to see a 
northbound lane to make the valet more accessible.  
 
Mr. Gene Ward expressed his concern regarding the location of the existing valet zone 
and its close proximity to Church St. He noted that if the valet backs up with northbound 
turning traffic, the traffic will potentially “back up” onto Church St. He added that the 
loading zone on Polk Ave. should be separate from the valet zone, as deliveries for the 
hotel and potential restaurant could disrupt traffic flow. Mr. Marks said that most 
deliveries have been scheduled at 6am or earlier so guests and traffic are rarely 
affected.  
 
Mr. Murphy noted that Homewood Suites is not a large hotel and there has not been a 
problem with stacking vehicles in the valet zone. He said that it could change with a 
restaurant but he wanted to have the valet as close to the hotel entrance as possible 
without backing up traffic. He added that if there is a recommendation to move or 
extend the zone, he would not mind extending it.  
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Mr. Ward asked the present length of the valet zone. Ms. Diane Marshall, Metro Public 
Works, said that it was currently a 50’ zone. Chairperson Frank asked what about 
current activity in the valet zone. Mr. Marks said that it is used for taking cars of hotel 
patrons to and from the parking garage. Mr. Murphy added that there is not a restaurant 
at this point, so the valet traffic is not as high as it would be otherwise.   
 
Chairperson Frank asked if there are any residential areas that use the existing on 
street parking. Mr. Murphy said that there are apartments near the hotel but would 
predict that only a few utilize these spaces, as there are vacant spots in the morning 
hours. He added that these are 2-hour parking spaces and people generally use these. 
Ms. Marshall noted that they are 2-hour spaces and they are enforced.  
 
Chairperson Frank asked if anyone had contacted these neighbors regarding the 
removal of the on-street parking and change in flow of traffic. Mr. Murphy said that, at 
this point, they had not contacted any of the residents.  Mr. Fletcher asked if Metro 
Public Works had contacted any of the potentially affected residents and neighbors. Mr. 
Knauf said that is generally the responsibility of the consultant and that Metro had not 
contacted these residents. Mr. Murphy said that he would be happy to contact the 
neighbors and residents. Mr. Fletcher said he would like to see this benefit the hotel but 
wants to make sure all of those affected are aware.  
 
Mr. Tom Turner, Nashville Downtown Partnership, spoke on behalf of the Homewood 
Suites. He noted that the Homewood Suites has been a very popular hotel and he 
would like to see northbound traffic on Polk Ave. to utilize the valet and loading zones. 
He said that he would be happy to contact the residents, as the nearby apartments do 
not have parking and their resident could be using the on-street parking. Mr. Turner said 
that he would like to have Polk Ave. made two-way, and meter the parking spots to 
provide more turn over and then evaluate it after 6 months. He added that making it a 2-
way street and keeping on-street parking, the hotel would be able to easily use their 
valet zone.  
 
Mr. Gene Ward said that before the Metro Courthouse moved from this area, on-street 
parking was metered. He said he’d like to make a recommendation to meter all of the 2-
hour parking spaces on Polk Ave., as meters are more easily enforced and to create 
turnover and revenue.  
 
Capt. Carter asked for clarification on which side of the road that they are 
recommending removing parking. Mr. Turner said that if it was made a 2-way street, 
they would like to leave parking on both sides. He added that Belcourt Ave. handles 
twice the amount of traffic and is narrower than Polk Ave. Mr. Mark Macy, Metro Public 
Works, noted that Belcourt Ave. is not downtown and that with the multi-story buildings, 
in the downtown areas having narrow streets would create a problem with emergency 
vehicles, specifically large fire department ladder trucks. He added that they should try 
to keep safety first and, if anything, try the one-way northbound alternative but maintain 
a 20’ width of travel lanes for emergency response by removing parking on one side.  
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Ms. Kathy Austin said that she was very leery to make a decision of this magnitude that 
could potentially affect a number of people without getting their input or making them 
aware of the change. She added that she felt consideration of extending loading zones 
is premature since the restaurant has yet to be established. Ms. Austin said that she felt 
that the northbound one-way is probably the best solution but would like to know how 
the residents and neighbors feel before making a decision.  
 
Chairperson Frank said that she would like to make the property owners and others 
affected aware of the possible changes. She said that she would like to defer this 
request to make sure these property owners, etc. are aware and for Homewood Suites 
and RPM to clarify their request. Mr. Turner said that he would be happy to work with 
RPM and meet with those that would be impacted. Mr. Knauf added that Metro Public 
Works staff would follow up with RPM after the meeting to discuss options.  
 
Mr. Morin made a motion to defer the request for one month, seconded by Capt. Carter 
and approved by a voice vote.  
 
Mr. Gene Ward made a request to staff for the existing 2-hour parking on Polk Ave. to 
be metered and for it to appear on the August agenda.  
 
 
2. Zipcar Presentation, Nashville Downtown Partnership 
 
Mr. Tom Turner, Nashville Downtown Partnership, presented information regarding the 
Zipcar. He explained how the process would work in Nashville and how Nashville could 
benefit from the Zipcar. The Zipcars will be parked around the city for members to drive 
by the hour instead of owning their own vehicles; thus, creating less traffic and a more 
“green” city. He added that environmentally, it makes sense for an increasing urban 
development. Zipcar provides the car, insurance, gas, signage and responsibility of 
people who take advantage of the Zipcar. Mr. Turner explained that the Nashville 
Downtown Partnership is requesting for three spaces for the Zipcar to park and be 
accessible to the participants. The proposed spaces for three Zipcars are at 4th & 
Commerce, near Cumming Station on 10th Ave. S and on Union in front of the Stallman 
Building.  He added that Zipcar is a logical concept for an increasing urban city as it has 
been successful in other cities.  
 
Capt. Carter asked what would happen if the space provided for the Zipcar was filled 
upon return. Mr. Turner said that one would park in the nearest open space and that 
Zipcar would take care of any ticket or issues, as covered in the agreement between the 
driver and Zipcar.  Capt. Carter asked if they anticipated more than 3 cars in the future. 
Mr. Turner said they are planning to start with 3 and depending on the popularity, may 
eventually get more. Capt. Carter asked who the Police Department would need to 
contact should any issues arise regarding the cars. Mr. Turner said Zipcar would have a 
local contact person to handle any issues that should arise.  
 
Mr. Fletcher asked what Mr. Turner needed from the Commission and he said that he is 
asking for approval of the 12 month pilot Zipcar project, along with 3 parking spaces 
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mentioned. Mr. Fletcher asked that if the program is not successful, will the spaces be 
given back to Metro for regular use.  
 
Ms. Austin asked if Zipcar pays for spaces in larger cities and if this is a “for profit” 
organization. Mr. Turner said that they are a profitable organization and that he is not 
aware of Zipcar buying spaces.   
 
Mr. Dick Morin made a motion to approve the 12 month trial of the Zipcar, seconded by 
Mr. Fletcher and approved by a 4-1 vote, Capt. Carter in opposition.  
 
 
3. Resolution No. 08-07: The July monthly regulatory Resolution was previously 
approved under the Consent Agenda. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Traffic and Parking Commission Resolution No. 08-07 authorized by Chapter 9 of the 
Charter of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County, Tennessee 
as amended. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Traffic and Parking Commission of the Metropolitan 
Government of Nashville and Davidson County, Tennessee as follows: 

Schedule II, 'Speed Limits' 

 DELETE: 
 Edmondson Pk from Blackman Rd to Williamson County Line, 40mph 

 ADD: 
 Edmondson Pk from Blackman Rd to 2000' N of Old Hickory Bv, 40mph 
 Edmondson Pk from 2000' N of Old Hickory Bv to 2000' S of Old Hickory Bv,    
       35mph 

 Edmondson Pk from 2000' S of Old Hickory Bv to William County Line, 40mph 
 Music Valley Dr from McGavock Pk to Pennington Bend Rd, 35mph 
 Royal Pkwy from Elm Hill Pk to Donelson Pk, 35mph 

Schedule III, 'Turn Prohibitions' 

 Section A:  No Left, Right, or U Turn 

 ADD: 
 Bell Rd to Stewarts Ferry Pk  

Schedule V, 'Through Streets' 
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 ADD: 
 Frost St from Longfellow Dr to Cain Harbor Dr 
 Hawthorne Dr from Paddle Wheel Dr to Longfellow Dr 
 Longfellow Dr from Pennington Bend Rd to Temporary Dead End 
 Paddle Wheel Dr from Riverbend Dr to Longfellow Dr 
 Paddle Wheel Dr from Longfellow Dr to Temporary Dead End 
 Towne Village Rd from Anderson Rd to Country Way Rd 

Schedule VI, 'Stop and Yield Intersections' 

 ADD: 
 Stop on Blossom Ct at Tulip Blossom Dr  
 Stop on Gauphin Pl at Loxley Dr  
 Stop on Lilac Dr at Tulip Blossom Dr  
 Stop on Loxley Dr at Lyman Dr  
 Stop on Loxley Dr at Sunnywood Dr  
 Stop on Ned Ln at Sunnywood Dr  
 Stop on Tulip Blossom Dr at Tulip Grove Rd  
       Stop on Weeping Cherry Ln at Lilac Dr  
 Stop on Zermatt Av at Swiss Av  

Schedule VII, 'Parking Restrictions' 

 Section A:  Stopping, Standing, or Parking Prohibited 

 ADD: 
 John Hagar Rd, both sides from S New Hope Rd to New John Hagar Rd, No  
        Parking 

 New John Hagar Rd, both sides from John Hagar Rd to Earhart, No Parking 

Schedule IX, 'Limitations on Size of Vehicles' 

 Section A:  Prohibit Vehicles in Excess of 5000 Pounds 

 ADD: 
 Grinstead Pl from Broadmoor Dr to Joyce Ln 
 Joyce Ln from Grinstead Pl to 530'W of Gallatin Pk 

Schedule X, 'Loading Zones' 

 Section A:  Commercial 

 ADD: 
 Almond St, west side Korean Veterans Bv at Demonbreun St, 75', Loading Zone      
       (Hampton Inn) 
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SECTION II.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be published in a daily 
newspaper in Metropolitan Nashville/Davidson County, Tennessee and that a certified 
copy be filed with the Chief of Police of the Metropolitan Police Department, and that a 
certified copy be filed with the Metropolitan clerk, and that said Resolution take effect 
five (5) days thereafter. 
 
APPROVED: July 14, 2008                                     EFFECTIVE: July 19, 2008 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
The above mentioned items were previously approved under the Consent 
Agenda.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There were no Other Business Items this month.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Capt. Carter moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. 
Fletcher and approved by voice vote with no opposition.  The meeting adjourned at 
4:12 p.m. 
    
Approved on this the__________ day of ______________, 2008. 
 
 
______________________                                    _____________________ 
Director                     Chairperson 
Department of Public Works                  Traffic and Parking 
                                                                                Commission                                                                                                           
 
 
 


